POPPYSCOTLAND ANNOUNCES BEST YEAR EVER

Poppyscotland, the organisation behind the Scottish Poppy Appeal, has announced that the 2007 Scottish Poppy Appeal was their most successful ever, raising an unprecedented £1,760,880 to help veterans and their dependants in Scotland. 
However, Poppyscotland also warned that the organisation must attract more volunteers to continue its success in the future.

Funds raised by Poppyscotland are used to help the most vulnerable members of the ex-Service community, a number of which suffer from financial, physical and psychological problems as they struggle to adjust to civilian life.

Poppyscotland relies on money raised by supporters to provide a wide variety of services to the veterans’ community, from funding advice on pension claims, to providing direct financial assistance and grants to individuals. 

Last year, the organisation provided around £665,000 in grants to individuals and around £460,780 to veterans’ charities such as Erskine and Combat Stress. It is hoped that in 2008 even more veterans and their dependants will benefit from their increased funds.

Jim Panton, Chief Executive of Poppyscotland, explained that while he is delighted with the amount raised, more help is needed to ensure they are able to reach those in need. He said: “We are extremely proud of this achievement and we look forward to seeing the money go to veterans and their dependants to help make their lives easier.

“However, we must attract more volunteers from younger generations to help us raise money to meet the welfare needs of Scotland’s veterans of the future. Sadly, as a result of recent conflicts, many of those who serve today will require specialist support in the future, so we are really only seeing the tip of the iceberg at this stage.

“One in five people in Scotland are part of the veterans’ community and many of them have potential welfare needs. Unfortunately, the support and assistance that they currently receive is inadequate, so they are dependant on organisations like Poppyscotland.

“We raise money throughout the year and Poppy Week in November is only a part of this activity”.

Last November, more than 10,000 volunteers sold poppies and supported other fundraising activities. He said:  “We would not reach our fundraising targets without the help of our volunteers and supporters - their role is invaluable and I would like to thank everyone who contributed towards the success of the last Scottish Poppy Appeal.”
Helping to make the announcement in Glasgow  were Brigadier John Brown, a Normandy veteran, six-year-old Lucy Smith from Annan, Williamwood High pupils Jennifer Young and Lewis Gibson, and cadets from F Platoon Maryhill.
