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This book club pack is aimed at Second Level pupils and has been designed to explore the
text Arctic Star by Tom Palmer. The resources aim to develop pupils’ core reading
comprehension skills (see curriculum links below), whilst also providing the opportunity to
reflect on the theme of Service and Remembrance, and its relevance to our lives today.

Text summary: Arctic Star

Based on real events that took place in Winter 1943, Arctic Star tells the story of Frank,
a recruit to the Royal Navy, and his service aboard HMS Forgetmenot. The story follows
Frank and his friends braving the most dangerous journey in the world, to deliver and
protect precious cargo for Britain’s allies across the Arctic Sea during World War Two,
whilst under threat from Nazi Germany.

Arctic Star is a thought-provoking and poignant story from Tom Palmer, leaving you
looking through the eyes of a sailor in the Royal Navy, and reflecting on the reality of war
on water.

Exploring Service and Remembrance

The resources in this pack will support your pupils to explore the impact of war and ways
in which Service and Remembrance can be marked through acts of kindness, in an age-
appropriate way. The discussion questions and follow-up activities provide the
opportunity for pupils to reflect on how war can affect lives, whilst also exploring the
concept of hope for a peaceful future and reflecting on the sense of duty felt by those
at the time.

Find out more about Remembrance here:
www.poppyscotland.org.uk/learning/what's-new/remembrance-2022

Resources included in the Remembrance Book Club pack:
1. Page-by-page discussion questions and key vocabulary

For each chapter in Arctic Star, you will find questions for pupils to explore and discuss
together. The wide range of questions has been designed to help pupils develop core
reading comprehension skills such as inference (see curriculum links below), whilst
providing the opportunity to understand the events that take place in the book and the
characters’ experiences. Throughout, there are many opportunities for pupils to reflect
on their own personal responses to the text, whilst also learning about the real-life
experiences of being in the Royal Navy.

Where relevant, you will also find a list of key vocabulary that may be unfamiliar to your
pupils. The lists can be used to guide pre-teaching of vocabulary ahead of reading.


http://www.poppyscotland.org.uk/learning/what's-new/remembrance-2022

2. Follow-up activities

The pack also includes a selection of follow-up activities for pupils to complete after
reading key sections of the text. The activities are designed for pupils to further explore
the theme of Service and Remembrance and develop reading comprehension. These
activities are suitable for independent or paired work.

3. Background information and further reading

At the end of this guide, you’ll find a collection of resources that will provide you with key
background information about the experience of serving in The British Royal Navy and
further information about Remembrance, relating to the events in the book. We
recommend reading ‘Education Scotland — Teaching about conflict and war: Support for
educators’ before using these resources, for further guidance on how to explore this
topic in the classroom.

Suggested structure

The resources in this pack can be used to engage with the text as a whole class, orin
smaller group of 5-8 pupils, over a 6- or 7-week term with the aim of reading and
exploring 2—3 chapters per week over 2-3 lessons. The discussion questions can be used
for paired, group or whole class discussion, with the independent activities to be
completed after each discussion in the lesson.

We suggest the following:
Whole class (2-3 lessons per week):

1. Whole class read of the selected chapter (consider pre-teaching any key vocabulary
before reading).

2. Class discussion based on the provided page-by-page discussion questions
3. Completion of a follow-up activities
Group reader (2-3 sessions per week):

1. Weekly group read of the selected chapter (consider pre-teaching any key vocabulary
before reading)

2. Group discussion based on the provided page-by-page discussion questions

3. Completion of a follow-up activities
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Literacy and English Curriculum links

Below are the reading comprehension objectives (from Curriculum for Excellence:
Literacy and English experiences and outcomes for Second Level) that are addressed
within the Remembrance Book Club resources.

The resources also align with the advice and guidance for teachers and leaders in
Scotland on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Reading

Finding and using information

* | can make notes, organise them under suitable headings and use them to
understand information, develop my thinking, explore problems and create new
texts, using my own words as appropriate.
LIT 2-15a

* Through developing my knowledge of context clues, punctuation, grammar and
layout, | can read unfamiliar texts with increasing fluency, understanding and
expression.
ENG 2-12a 7 ENG 3-12a / ENG 4-12a

+ To show my understanding across different areas of learning, | can identify and
consider the purpose and main ideas of a text and use supporting detail.
LIT 2-16a

* To show my understanding, | can respond to literal, inferential and evaluative
questions and other close reading tasks and can create different kinds of questions
of my own.
ENG 2-17a

* | can: -discuss structure, characterisation and/or setting -recognise the relevance
of the writer’s theme and how this relates to my own and others’ experiences -
discuss the writer’s style and other features appropriate to genre.
ENG 2-19a

Understanding, analysing and evaluating

* To show my understanding across different areas of learning, | can identify and
consider the purpose and main ideas of a text and use supporting detail.
LIT 2-16a

* |lcandiscuss structure, characterisation and/or setting, recognise the
relevance of the writer’s theme and how this relates to my own and others’
experiences, discuss the writer’s style and other features appropriate to genre.
ENG 2-19a



Writing
Enjoyment and choice
* | enjoy creating texts of my choice and | regularly select subject, purpose, format and

resources to suit the needs of my audience.
LIT 1-20a / LIT 2-20a

Tools for writing

* | consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine
lettering, graphics and other features to engage my reader.
LIT 2-24a

Organising and using information

« lamlearning to use language and style in a way which engages and/or influences
my reader.
ENG 2-27a

Creating texts

* | can convey information, describe events, explain processes or combine ideas in
different ways.
LIT 2-28a

* lcanpersuade, argue, evaluate, explore issues or express an opinion using a clear line
of thought, relevant supporting detail and/or evidence.
LIT 3-29a

* Aslwrite for different purposes and readers, | can describe and share my experiences,
expressing what they made me think about and how they made me feel.
ENG 2-30a

Cross curricular learning

People, past events, and societies

* |lcan compare and contrast a society in the past with my own and contribute to a
discussion of the similarities and differences.

SOC 2-04a

* |l candiscuss why people and events from a particular time in the past were
important, placing them within a historical sequence.
SOC 2-06a

Art and design

* Inspired by a range of stimuli, | can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts
and feelings through activities within art and design.
EXA 0-05a /7 EXA 1-05a / EXA 2-05a
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Drama

* | have created and presented scripted or improvised drama, beginning to take
account of audience and atmosphere.

EXA 2-14a

Background information and context for teachers

Education Scotland - Teaching about conflict and war: Support for educators

Resources on the Arctic Convoy experience:

e History of the Arctic Convoys www.iwm.org.uk/history/a-5-minute-history-of-

arctic-convoys

e Artic Convoys in pictures www.iwm.org.uk/collections

¢ HMS Belfast www.iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast

¢ Sinking of the Scharnhorst www.iwm.org.uk/history/battle-of-north-cape

e Primary History KS2: WW2 Clips. The bombing of a convoy www.bbc.co.uk/teach

Resources on the Royal Navy and World War Two:

¢ Poppyscotland Veterans voices www.poppyscotland.org.uk/learning

¢ Morse Code www.iwm.org.uk/learning/family-mission-morse-code

¢ Code breaking www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video

Resources on the Poppy:

¢ Information about the Poppy and Remembrance

www.poppyscotland.org.uk/about-us/history/the-history-of-the-poppy

e The Poppy Story

www.youtube.com
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