
Pack A 

POPPY

STORIES
Summer 2021

The Poppy in 
unprecedented 
times.

Inside: The 1921  
Poppy Pledge 
Page 3

A lifeline through 
the pandemic
Page 4

A manifesto  
for veterans
Page 5

Poppy Appeal 
update
Page 6

123814 GENERIC Newsletter Summer 2021.indd   1123814 GENERIC Newsletter Summer 2021.indd   1 30/04/2021   14:4630/04/2021   14:46



 
 

 

2

E-Newsletter
If you would prefer to receive 
this newsletter in your inbox 
instead of your letterbox then 
sign up for our e-newsletter at  
www.poppyscotland.org.uk

Contact details
Poppyscotland, New Haig House,  
Logie Green Road, Edinburgh EH7 4HQ

Tel: 0131 557 2782
Email: supportercare@poppyscotland.org.uk
Visit: www.poppyscotland.org.uk

If you would prefer not to receive our newsletter please 
get in touch with us using the contact details above to  
let us know.

We value your support and would like to keep you 
informed of our work. Please help us to contact you in  
the most appropriate way by completing our online form:  
www.poppyscotland.org.uk/contactpreferences

Connect
Keep in touch with us on social  
media at the addresses below: 
facebook.com/poppyscotland 
twitter.com/poppyscotland 
youtube.com/poppyscotland

There’s a word that has been used a lot over the last twelve months – unprecedented. It’s 
certainly a fitting word when I think back over the past year and the challenges we’ve faced 
due to COVID-19.

Whether it was rearranging our entire programme of VE Day 75 celebrations at short notice, 
closing the doors to our Welfare Centres and moving their services online, or being faced 
with empty buckets as our street collectors were unable to sell Poppies, 2020 was a year like 
no other.

Although we may be a bit battered and bruised, in true battling spirit we didn’t let the 
pandemic stop us, and I am delighted to say that we finally appear to be coming out of 
the other side. It’s thanks to the efforts of our amazing teams, and of course dedicated 
supporters like you, that we can remain undaunted in the face of whatever challenges the 
future holds.

As we finally start to turn the page and look forward to reconnecting with friends and family, 
please let me thank you for standing at our side over the past year. Your support really did 
make a huge difference to the Armed Forces community living in Scotland.

Now I hope you put your feet up and enjoy a relaxing few minutes with your latest edition of 
Poppy Stories. After the year we’ve had, you certainly deserve it!

Yours sincerely,

 

Mark Collins 
Interim CEO, Poppyscotland

Welcome to Poppy Stories.
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1921 Poppy Pledge:  
mark a century of  
the Poppy.
We launched our first ever Poppy Pledge back in 
2017, it was so popular we decided to bring it back 
for 2021. In this historic year, we’re asking 
supporters, community groups, businesses and 
schools to pledge to raise £521, £921 or £1,921 to offer 
life-changing support to veterans in the Poppy’s 100th 
year. Are you ready to take on the challenge?

Join fantastic Poppy Pledgers like Sadie and Rebekah. 
Sadie Gillespie from Montrose is the first fundraiser to take on 
the Poppy Pledge. Inspired by a visit to the Balmashanner War 
Memorial in Forfar, Sadie is part of a team doing everything from online 
auctions to community collection buckets to raise thousands in the coming 12 months.

Another of our fantastic pledgers is Rebekah Weir who came up with a brilliant way to 
raise her £1,921:

“I sourced Poppies which attach to dog collars and harnesses. I started selling them 
and in 2 weeks I had raised over £1,000. In less than a month I had sent out over 600 
Poppies and smashed my target! I was blown away by everyone’s support.”

We’d like to say thank you to Sadie and Rebekah for taking on the 1921 Poppy 
Pledge. Whether it’s tackling the Munros or a marathon, hosting a tea party or 
riding 100 miles; we’d love you to take on the Poppy Pledge to celebrate 100 
years of the Poppy.

For more information on the 1921 Poppy Pledge, please visit  
www.poppyscotland.org.uk/get-involved/poppypledge 
or call 07458 024646.
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Pledge to make a difference  
to veterans like Terry.

Home is such an important place for all of us but, for a 
veteran like Terry Ward, it is even more vital. Terry spent 
years serving in the Armed Forces in dangerous parts of the world, including 
Kosovo and two tours in Iraq. A home where he could be with his son, Zac, was 
the one place he yearned for.

Yet, after leaving the Army with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), home was 
the one place Terry struggled to find. After years of waiting and frustration, Terry 
was finally offered a house however, it was little more than a concrete shell.

Thankfully, donations from Poppyscotland supporters enabled Terry to buy the 
flooring and furnishings he needed to turn those cold empty rooms into a home. As 

he says: “I love every minute with Zac and now I’ve got a place of my own I feel like a 
proper Dad.”

Every person who takes on the 1921 Poppy Pledge will be helping to raise vital 
funds to support more veterans like Terry.

“I was inspired  
to take on the 
Poppy Pledge 

after visiting the 
Balmashanner 
War Memorial  

at Forfar” 
Sadie Gillespie
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Our Inverness and Kilmarnock 
Welfare Centres have been 
closed to the public since last 
March. During the early days of 
lockdown demand for our 
services dropped. However, we 
quickly recognised we had to 
change how we offered support 
to the Armed Forces community 
and their families.

Working from home, our 
Welfare team began to 
proactively reach out to our 
most vulnerable veterans. They 
discovered a great number who 

were experiencing loneliness 
and isolation, along with poor 
mental health, and in many 
cases, our Welfare team was 
their only lifeline.

Since March 2020, 
Poppyscotland has provided 
or supported:

• 2,500 virtual meetings

• 900 veterans

• 630 immediate needs grants 

•  140 veterans through our 
Employment Services

 
Demand for our Welfare 
Services remains high and our 
Welfare team continue to offer 
vital support to veterans and 
their families through this 
incredibly challenging time.

If you or a member of the 
Armed Forces community you 
know is in need of support, then 
please contact us at gethelp@
poppyscotland.org.uk or by 
calling 0131 550 1557.

“ I am extremely proud 
of how the team have 
continued to deliver 
life-changing support 
during these 
challenging times. 
Their dedication, 
professionalism and 
resilience serve as an 
excellent example to 
us all.”  
 
Gary Gray, Head of Welfare Services.

Thank you for  
being there.
The Welfare team have received 
many kind words of thanks from 
veterans and their families. We 
wanted to share those words 
with you because it’s your 
support that has helped us to 
continue to be there through 
the pandemic.

“I’ve tried to find the words  
to express my gra titude for 
the kindness and compassion 
we’ve been shown over the  
past few weeks. You have 
enabled us to not only survive 

but begin a life worth living. 
It is important to both of  
us tha t you know we will 
remember each and every  
one of you, every day.”

“Just wanted to say a massive 
thank you for approving my grant. 
The fact I have some glimpse  
of hope has really kept me 
feeling like it might work out for 
me. It is greatly appreciated.”
“Pop p y s c otland p u l l ed 
me from a dark p lace . 
The y w e re a fr i e ndl y 
face i n a s cary w or ld . 
Now it i s my mi s s i on to let 
others k now there i s no 

shame i n reachi ng out for 
he l p and not to s uffe r 
i n s i l e nce . Thank you 
Pop p y s c otland .”

If you’d like to help our Welfare 
Services continue to be a lifeline 
for veterans and their families, 
please give £20, 
or whatever 
you can 
today.

Left: our wonderful Welfare team found  
new ways to support veterans through  
the pandemic.  
Right: Volunteers from the 2019 Poppy Appeal. 
Both photos taken pre-pandemic in 2019.

A lifeline through the pandemic.
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In 1922 The Royal British Legion produced its first 
manifesto to highlight issues faced by veterans of 
The Great War. 99 years later Poppyscotland was 
proud to have published our first manifesto for the 
Scottish Parliamentary elections. 

Our Military personnel are experiencing 
disadvantages during and after their Service  
and we used the election campaign to call on  
all parties to take urgent action. 

The manifesto played a vital role in ensuring that 
we raised awareness during the election of issues 
affecting our Armed Forces community such as 
welfare, housing, health and wellbeing. It also set 
out how these issues can be addressed by the 
next Scottish Government.

Key recommendations include changing the  
social security system to address the unfair 
treatment of military compensation and  
simplifying the process for veterans and their 
families to apply for social housing.

While great progress 
has been made in the 
support available to 
the Armed Forces 
community living in 
Scotland, too often 
veterans and their 
families still face 
many barriers and 
disadvantages.  
Thank you to all our supporters who during the 
election took the opportunity to engage with the 
political parties and candidates to promote the 
manifesto and encourage them to take the urgent 
action our veterans need.

For more information on our manifesto  
please email Ross Thomson at  
r.thomson@poppyscotland.org.uk  
or call 07707 295530.

A manifesto for veterans.

End the injustice. Stop the service charge.
For centuries the UK has relied on the service, courage and sacrifice of brave 
men and women from around the commonwealth. The most famous of these 
is Nepal’s fearsome Gurkhas but they are not alone. Today around 10,000 
commonwealth men and women from countries such as Fiji, Ghana, South 
Africa and St Vincent and the Grenadines serve in the British Armed Forces.

Yet, despite their years of service and sacrifice for our nation, commonwealth 
personnel are not free to stay in the UK. Instead, if they wish to settle here 
when they leave the Armed Forces, they have to pay a high price – just under 
£10,000 for a family of four.

At Poppyscotland, we firmly believe this service charge is no way to repay these 
brave men and women. Surely, they have earned the right to stay here after their 
service if they wish. That is why Poppyscotland is backing the #stoptheservicecharge 
campaign, which aims to end this unfair fee, and you can too. Find out more online 
at www.poppyscotland.org.uk/about-us/campaigns-advocacy-policy
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Commonwealth 
personnel face  
a hugely unfair 
charge if they  

wish to settle in 
the UK.
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Every Poppy supports veterans like Kieran.
Kieran Finlay, who served with the Royal Scots, knows how much the Poppy  
means. He is just one of the thousands of veterans who receive help in  
a crisis, thanks to Poppyscotland’s Poppy Appeal.

Four years after leaving the forces, tragedy struck. Kieran lost his partner  
Nicole to septicaemia during pregnancy and was left with a severely  
premature baby to care for. Struggling to cope, Kieran quickly ran into  
debt. Thankfully, Poppyscotland came to Kieran’s rescue, approving a 
grant for £1,500 and helping him train for his HGV driving qualifications 
so he could secure a better paid job to support his family. As Kieran says: 
“Poppyscotland’s help came just at the right time, it made such a difference.”

6

A Poppy Appeal  
like no other.

It’s true that the 2020 Poppy Appeal was roughly 20%, or £500,000, 
down on a normal year. However, thanks to the heroic efforts of our 
volunteers and the generosity of supporters like you, who managed to 
buy Poppies and give to our fundraising appeals, we still raised an 
amazing £2.6 million in the midst of a global pandemic. A victory 
snatched from the jaws of defeat if ever there was one.

The 2020 Scottish Poppy Appeal was like no other 
we have experienced in the last 99 years!

With tight restrictions, cancelled events and near 
empty streets, the COVID-19 pandemic hit the  
2020 Appeal hard, but thanks to the dedication  
and ingenuity of our fantastic volunteers, even  
a global pandemic couldn’t stop the Poppy.

Socially distanced collections still took place across 
Scotland. Many people were delighted to see our 
volunteers out collecting and were grateful to be 
able to have a Poppy for Remembrance tide.

Meet our Poppy rock stars…
Lots of our local volunteers came up with fantastic 
new ways to raise funds. The Rotary Club of 
Renfrew invited the community to paint 
Remembrance rocks and opened the ‘Poppy  

Rock Shop’. They sold an 
unbelievable £5,000 worth  
of rocks!

Our Kinross volunteers 
encouraged local 
businesses to decorate 
their shop windows  
for Remembrance.

In Dunfermline, 
the team invited 
local businesses to 
sponsor a Poppy tree, while in Kelso, the ladies 
Poppy group knitted 1000’s of Poppies for the 
local war memorial.

…and super supermarket 
performers.
Our supermarket partners kindly allowed us in 
store to collect in a safe and socially-distanced 
way. For example, Donna Armstrong and her team 
in Johnstone collected a fantastic £13,861 at their 
local Morrison’s store – an increase of 57%! This 
super effort took the title of top performing 
supermarket in Scotland. Well done Donna!

These are just a few examples of the way our 
amazing volunteers went above and beyond to 
ensure the Poppy Appeal continued and that the 
many people who wanted to wear their Poppy in 
2020 still could.
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Bud, our mobile learning resource, enjoyed a busy start to 2020 with a series of school visits and 
community events. Bud called in at Kelvingrove Museum, Low Parks Museum and Irvine Town House 
among others.

Sadly however, since March 2020, Bud has been off the road due to COVID-19 restrictions. Despite this, 
Bud’s team have been busy looking after him and last year we welcomed Little Bud, a bespoke Mercedes 
Sprinter van that will travel alongside Bud. We cannot wait to get out on the road this year and look forward 
to welcoming you onboard to learn a bit more about our military history very soon.

Start your engines.

Learning during lockdown.
In a year of recurring 
lockdowns and 
interrupted schooling, the 
Poppyscotland Learning 
team worked tirelessly 
to help children explore 
and celebrate Scotland’s 
military history.

For the 75th Anniversary 
of VE Day we worked with 
the Scottish Government, 

Legion Scotland, Education 
Scotland, Colourful Heritage, 
Bletchley Park, Imperial War 
Museum and the Scottish Polish 
Society to create a beautifully 

illustrated, 40-page learning resource which was sent 
to every school in Scotland.

Full of great activity ideas it featured facts and 
stories about what life was like during the Second 
World War. There were also Spitfire model-making 
ideas, code-breaking activities, child evacuation tales 
and even Paddington Bear.

We also commemorated the 80th Anniversary of St 
Valery in 2020 with daily lesson plans, a Facebook 
broadcast of the critically acclaimed play ‘The 
Beaches of St Valery’ and our interactive St Valery 
live lesson for younger learners. We retold the story 

of the incredible bravery of the ‘Fighting’ 51st  
Highland Division (1940) to audiences of all ages  
and hope we did them proud.

We would like to say thank you to Legion Scotland, 
RCET, Neil MacLennan and John Low – son of 
Jack Low, St Valery POW/Queen’s Own Cameron 
Highlanders (1940), for working in partnership with  
us to mark such a memorable occasion.

Meet our Future Remembrance 
competition winners.
After more than 140 entries, we’re proud  
to announce the winners of our annual  
Learning Competition. We asked pupils 
to imagine what the ‘Future of  
Remembrance’ should look like.

Sophie Henderson from South Ayrshire  
is the winner in the Primary  
School category with her  
poem ‘In Future Fields’. In  
the Secondary School  
category, the honours  
went to Archie Malloch  
and Ruaridh Blackadder  
from Oban with their  
idea for a ‘Christmas  
Day Football Match  
Charity Event’. Well  
done to all three of you!

40 page 
learning 
resource

Catch up  
at home.

Order our VE Day 75 pack or watch our St Valery  
commemorations online at:  
learning.poppyscotland.org.uk

Sophie 
Henderson our 
Primary School 

winner!
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A delicious tribute 
to a lost friend.

A virtual Burns Night to remember.
On 29th January we hosted our first virtual 
fundraising event, a 21st Century Burns Night. 
Guests from all over the UK and even the USA tuned 
in for a variety of traditional Burns song and verse,  
a Best Dressed Laddie and Lassie competition and 
even some ceilidh dancing. A lot of fun was had, and 
the event raised an amazing £2,300. Look out for 
next year’s 21st Century Burns Night!

Do a virtual or solo 
challenge event.
From riding our 100 mile Sportive or running a marathon, to zip-lining; we know you  
haven’t been able to take part in our fundraising challenge events this year. So,  
we’ve come up with a few ways you can take on a virtual or solo challenge instead:

•  A solo cycle challenge: why not plot a route and hit the road for a solo sponsored  
cycle challenge? You could even go for a solo century! 

•  Indoor cycle challenge: If you don’t fancy braving the Scottish weather, use a  
turbo trainer or static bike to complete your cycling challenge indoors.

These challenges can be undertaken all year round. For more information  
visit www.poppyscotland.org.uk/runsandchallenges

CC’s Chocolate Creations in 
Kilmarnock have created a delicious 
Raspberry Meringue bar in support of 
Poppyscotland. Business owner, Carol, 
was keen to support us following the 

loss of a dear friend, Robert Baillie, a local resident 
and veteran. As Carol says: ”Robert ‘Bob’ Baillie was 
the most amazing man and I am immensely proud to 
support Poppyscotland on his behalf.”
Every sale of the Raspberry Meringue bar generated a 75p donation 
to Poppyscotland. In total, 205 bars were sold by the end of March 
2021 raising £153.75. We’d like to say a huge thank you to Carol and 
to everyone who bought one of the bars.

3814/D/A

“Robert  
‘Bob’ Baillie  

was the most 
amazing  

man”

Best Dressed 
Lassie, Cath Casey 
and Best Dressed 
Laddie, Dougie 

Lindsay from Fife.
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